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MARCH 2020 
Holy Father calls for a Synod of 
Bishops with the theme: “For a 
synodal Church: communion, 
participation and mission.”

FEBRUARY 2021
Bishop Edward J. Burns announces a  
diocesan synod through his pastoral letter,  
“The Journey Through Lent, Easter, Ascension 
and Pentecost: Diocesan Synod and  
Post-Pandemic Plan for the Diocese of Dallas.”

2024
A multiday synod meeting takes place where 
the synod body will discuss the response 
of the lay faithful and vote on resolutions. 
Bishop issues document reflecting upon 
actions of the diocesan synod.

DECEMER 12, 2031
Celebration of the 500th 
anniversary of the apparition of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe with a 
Mass at the Cathedral Shrine of 
the Virgin of Guadalupe.

NOVEMBER 2021 — JANUARY 2022
The preparatory phase of the 
diocesan synod gets under way  
with a series of catechetical sessions 
throughout the Diocese of Dallas.

OCTOBER 10, 2021 
The diocesan portion of the Synod 
of Bishops begins with an opening 
Mass celebrated by Pope Francis.

DECEMBER 12, 2021 
The diocesan synod process formally begins 
on the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 
patroness of the Diocese of Dallas, with a 
Mass and accompanying celebration.

FEBRUARY 2022 — DECEMBER 2023
The diocese will host a series of 
listening sessions throughout the  
nine counties that comprise the 
Diocese of Dallas.

2024 — 2031
Implementation of diocesan 
synod resolutions.

NOVEMBER 2021 — APRIL 2022 
Synodal process takes place throughout the universal Church 
as dioceses and archdioceses worldwide are called to convoke 
“synodal consultation meetings” to hear from the faithful.

VOICES OF THE FAITHFUL 
The diocesan catechetical sessions will serve 
two purposes: one, to help the faithful of the 
diocese better understand the synod itself 
and their role in it; and two, to serve as the 
“synodal consultation meetings” in order to 
address the questions that were presented by 
the Holy Father for his synod on synodality.

OCTOBER 17, 2021 
Diocese of Dallas holds opening 
Mass for Synod on Synodality at 
Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe.

OCTOBER 2023
Pope Francis convokes the formal 
synod meeting in Rome and synod 
body will vote on potential resolutions 
for Holy Father to consider.


